


Pier Wem be 


| t is almost time for the national convention, an event with special meaning for 
me this year. It will mark my retirement after eight years on the national board, 


the last four as president. 
I have grown as an individual. 

I have learned there are similarities 
of experience shared by local and state 
League — and the national 

president, including the fact 
that as League presidents we 
find ourselves in the middle 
of the action and in a posi- 
tion to get an overall picture 
of the League. 

Another similarity is that 
we take the bows for all that you—the 
members—do. Because of your high 
reputation, we are asked to be involved 
in a variety of issues, to support or op- 
pose a multiplicity of causes and to 
provide information on every conceiv- 
able subject. Increasingly we are also 
asked to be members of commissions, 
organizations, boards and committees. 

As many of you know, I served as 
a member of the President’s Commis- 
sion on Law Enforcement and Admin- 
istration of Justice. I am also serving 
on the board of UNA-USA as a mem- 

er of its Policy Panel on Atlantic 

Relationships, Eastern Europe and the 
United Nations. (Theodore Sorenson 
is chairman of the panel.) 

In both these instances I felt, and the 
board agreed, League experience would 
be useful to the particular group and 
that my experience with the group 
would be useful to the League. But, as 
every local League board member real- 
izes, the decision on whether or not to 
participate is hard to make. 

Quite a different experience for the 
national president—at least for this 
westerner—has been my need to com- 
mute 3,000 miles to the office. Visits 
to Washington on an every-other-week 
basis just weren’t possible; I found it 
best to travel East less often and to 
stay longer. 

Sometimes the press of League du- 
ties has been such that I stayed longer 
than originally planned. The other 


It has been a rewarding experience and one in which 


day I added up the time I spent in 
Washington in 1967, discovering it was 
a total of 124 days. 

I also found that an additional 44 
days had been spent away from home, 
making League speeches and attend- 
ing to other League business. A prime 
advantage of the coast-to-coast trek is 
the opportunity to visit Leagues on the 
way to and from Washington, D.C. 
and Spokane! In my four years in of- 
fice, I have gone back and forth via 
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode 
Island, New York, Maryland, Georgia, 
Alabama, North Carolina, Texas, Mis- 
souri, Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Indiana, Colorado, Montana, Idaho, 
California and Oregon. 

(Two very special trips took me to 
Hawaii and Alaska for their first state 
League conventions. ) 

And, of course, League business is 
attended to at home as well as at the 
office. When I am in Spokane, there is 
the handling of daily mail which in- 
cludes “specials” on Sunday. The tele- 
phone bill soars, I regret to say. 

Probably my most significant experi- 
ence has been to see the League as a 
whole and to observe its maturity and 
growing perception. It’s been my great 
pleasure to meet many of you person- 
ally, to come to know you through 
correspondence. 

I detect a realization on your part 
that we are living in a time when get- 
ting information is not the main prob- 
lem. The information is there. It is 
putting information to social and polit- 
ical use that concerns us. You are doing 
this with effectiveness and skill. I am 
proud of you and proud to have served 
as your president. 





(Continued from page 3) 
President’s request, the Trade Information 
Committee of the Special Representative 
for Trade Negotiations begins hearings 
March 25, 1968, to give all interested sec- 
tors of the economy — business, labor, 
agriculture and consumer organizations— 
the opportunity to contribute to shaping 
U.S. trade policy. (The League will tes- 
tify.) Topics include: 

The U.S. competitive position in world 
trade; tariff and nontariff impediments to 
trade; impact of trade on employment; 
special problems of agricultural trade; re- 
gional blocs and most-favored-nation poli- 


cy; tariff preferences in addition to other 
aspects of trade policies toward develop- 
ing countries. 

The technicalities of trade can be left to 
the specialists, but the politics of trade 
cannot. What the U:S. citizen thinks about 
trade is important. If Congress hears only 
from protectionists, it is not likely to re- 
sist the strong push to establish import 
quotas nor to enact a new trade expansion 
act. 

In which direction should United States 
trade policy move? Toward resurgent pro- 
tectionism? Or continued economic ex- 
pansion? [J 


INDEX 
Volume XVI 
April 1967 through March 1968 
(FS—Federal Spotlight) 

APPORTIONMENT: FS, April; Threat Stalks 
Apportionment Drama, May-June; Proposed 
Program, February. 

CHINA: Lively Issues, August; China—The Fifth 
Nuclear Power, November-December; Proposed 
Program, February. 

CONGRESSIONAL ROUNDUP: January. 

CONVENTION: Deadlines, July; slate of na- 
tional officer and board nominees, February. 

DEAR MEMBER: April, May-June, September, 
March. 

D.C. HOME RULE: FS, April, July, August, 
October, November-December; Testimony, Au- 
gust; Proposed Program, February. 

EDUCATION FUND: “Let’s Look at China” 
conferences, Oklahoma City and Pittsburgh, 
with photos, July; City Solutions Sought, Jan- 
uary. 

FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY: Dear Member, 
May-June; Gold, Green, Gusto, January. 

FOREIGN AID: Rekindling the Spark, April; 
FS, April, May-June, July, September, Octo- 
ber, November-December, March; Lively 
Issues, August; Congressional Roundup, Inter- 
national Development Conference photo, Jan- 
uary; Proposed Program, February; FS, March. 

HUMAN RESOURCES: Re-Cap on CAP, April; 
FS, April, May-June, July, September, Octo- 
ber, November-December; New Chapter in 
Poverty War Opens with Hill Hearings, July; 
Lively Issues, August; City Riots (Dear Mem- 
ber), September; Prospectus on City Crises, 
October; Congressional Roundup, January; Pro- 
posed Program, February. 

LEAGUE: League’s Day on Hill, New Board 
Member, Council Meeting, May-June; VOTER 
supplement—League Membership, League Im- 
pact Is Felt, Do We Need the League? Tell 
Us About Yourself, A Successful Discussion 
Meeting, October; What’s in the Budget? 
November-December; Proposed Program, Elec- 
tion Slate, February; Dear Member, March. 

LIVELY ISSUES: August. 

OVERSEAS EDUCATION FUND: The Russians 
Came (At Last), September; Informing Citizen 
Goal, January. 

TRADE: FS, April, May-June, July, September, 
October, November-December, March; Con- 
gressional Roundup, January; Proposed Pro- 
gram, February; Expansion or Protectionism? 
March. 

UNITED NATIONS: UN and the Middle East 
Crisis, July; Lively Issues (including Vietnam 
Conflict), August; UN Perspective, October; 
FS, November-December; Congressional Round- 
up, January; Proposed Program, February. 

VOTERS SERVICE: Why Don’t You Come to 
the Party? October; If Primaries Come, 
February. 

WATER RESOURCES: FS, April, May-June, 
July, September, October, November-Decem- 
ber; Jordan River Is One Source of Tension, 
July; Lively Issues, August; Congressional 
Roundup, January; Proposed Program, Feb- 
ruary; Diversity Name for Water, March. 

INDEX, THE NATIONAL VOTER: 1-1-52, 7-1- 
$2, 1-15-53, 7-1-53, 2-15-54, 8-31-54, 3-15-55, 
8-15-55, 3-15-56, 3-15-57; beginning with year 
1958, annually in March issue. 
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